
Prayers for 12.07.20 

Early to mid-July is a time when we can think about and celebrate the lives of two 

very special people. Two such folks come to mind – St Swithun on 15th July and St 

Mary Magdalene on 22nd July. I shall be thinking especially of Mary – the patron saint 

of our church – next week when we not only celebrate her feast day but hopefully 

celebrate the re-opening of our church after the horrendous Covid-19 forced us to 

close. More on that next week but first a few words about Swithun. 

Swithun was Bishop of Winchester in the ninth century; he worked hard and was a 

trusted adviser to Egbert, the King of Wessex. When he died he asked for a simple 

service – ‘to be buried humbly’. This happened, but when a new Bishop succeeded 

Swithun, he was having none of that and wanted the late Bishop to be interred in the 

new cathedral in a shrine to his memory. Being a superstitious and God-fearing 

people, the folks of Winchester said that it would cause terrible storms if Swithun’s 

bones were moved. The bones were moved – and it did! On 15th July it began to rain 

and carried on for forty days. Thus St Swithun’s feast day has become linked with 

long summer storms, rather than an occasion for celebrating Swithun’s simplicity and 

holiness – perhaps there is a lesson for all of us in this story. 

We pray the collect for St Swithun’s Day: 

Almighty God,  

by whose grace we celebrate again the feast of your servant Swithun: 

 grant that, as he governed with gentleness the people committed to his care,  

so we, rejoicing in our Christian inheritance, 

may always seek to build up your church in unity and love.  Amen 

Don’t you think that, no matter how difficult or even annoying, the rules we need to 

follow for opening church and keeping safe in general are a way to ‘build our church 

in unity and love’? 

And we pray for all who are ill or may be sad and lonely, especially those who have 

lost family and friends recently and for whom life will never be the same again. We 

pray for the recently departed Rex Gilbert and Roger J Cuthbertson and also for 

whose anniversaries occur this week: Benjamin Harper, Austin Allwood, Maurice 

O’Gram and Joseph Alfred Quinn. Amen 

 


